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First of all; congratulations to the past executive who did their utmost to run
our Legion in an orderly fashion and with various activities to entertain all of you.
I also with to thank all the members that came out last November to vote.
We have a full executive eager to work and with lots of new ideas. You do
not have to be an elected officer to help your Legion. New ideas are always welcome but positive attitude works
better than complaining about what is being done.
I hope to see you at the monthly General Meeting where problems are
discussed and solutions are found.
Gerry Cantwell,
President

En premier lieu; je désire féliciter l’exécutif sortant qui a fait tout en son pouvoir pour gérer la Légion de façon
professionnelle en organisant divers activités pour le bonheur de tous ses membres.
Je désire aussi remercier tous les membres qui ont exercé leur droit de vote en novembre dernier.
Nous avons un exécutif complet et prêt à entreprendre divers nouveaux projets.
Il n’est pas obligatoire d’être un membre élu pour aider la Légion.
Les nouvelles idées sont toujours bienvenues mais ceci dans une note positive.
J’espère vous voir à nos rencontres mensuels où nous discuterons de nos problèmes et où nous trouverons
ensemble des solutions.
Gerry Cantwell,
Président

SINCE OUR LAST ISSUE
Our fall and winter activities got off to an early start when a group of our
ladies decided to organize a bar-b-que for those not tied up closing or getting ready to close their summer camps
on Labour Day weekend and members who had nothing else planned for the holiday. So on September 1st 80
members and friends gathered to enjoy hamburgers, hot dogs, 3 salads and their preferred libations. The
organizers printed 50 tickets but ended up printing another 20 and then 10 more as people kept showing up. A
great start to a new season thanks to our enterprising ladies.
Sunday September 15th also proved to be a busy day with the
Terry Fox run in the morning. Followed by a jam session at the branch in the afternoon with supper being available
for a very modest price. For $7 seventy members and their friends stayed to enjoy a bowl of beef stew, dessert and
coffee Thanks again to a very enterprising group of ladies the branch experienced another very full and successful
day.
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Excellent turnout for the Terry Fox Run. The Lions Club was there, as were the Packers Cheerleaders, the Cadets,
the veterans from the Legion and so many proud Parkers. Kudos to the organizers this year for a very well managed
race (thank you to Starbucks and Scotia Bank for the goodies

On the following Saturday the South Shore Saints hosted a Corned Beef
Supper. And once gain we turn to Jim Bird for coverage of an event “- - - - Well for you lovers of great Music and
some Good Eating a big Thanks to George Tyson and Gerry Mayer for the preparation of the Corn Beef and all the
Trimmings and finally to Allan Briand Group Director for bringing together the great Harmony of the group.... To The
Ladies of the Legion auxiliary and some of the men from The St. Lambert Saints Chorale Group who helped in the
serving of a delicious Corn Beef and Cabbage diner a big Thank You.
After chowing down we were entertained by our own Legion group "The
Country Gentlemen" who entertained us with Classic Western songs followed by the Saints who put on the greatest
show of many old favourites which were hard not to sing along with A big thanks to our own Ray Raymond
Langstaff for being one of the organizers and his continuing community work which he is always ready to step up to.

Also it seems that the Country Gentlemen and Friends will be playing at least once a month on Sunday Afternoons
at the Legion. So with this being said isn't this just one more reason to join the Greenfield Park Legion where good
friends become better friends and at the same time we get to do good things for the community at large.”
The following Saturday September 28th was witness to a gathering of our
branch’s veterans. The occasion was the annual Veterans Reunion. As can be seen from the photos on pages
6 & 7 they and their partners thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to mingle and to dance to the music of Maddy.
On September 30th senior exercises started in the hall. They are held from
10-11 a.m. each Monday.
October started with 70 members and friends at a jam session and a
Chinese Supper on the sixth. Thanks to Francine Cantwell and Naomi Malo the food was Great. This was also the
day on which the drawing for the Lac Megantic raffle was held. The winners were:
Richard Amos – Hockey tickets,
Grant Cantwell – Football tickets,
Debbie Myles - $50 SAQ gift card
The raffle was only one element of our branch’s effort to aid this battered
community. The results of this endeavour are summarized on page 26 under “Bits and Pieces from Here and
There”.
Continued on Page 4
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SINCE OUR LAST ISSUE
Continued from Page 3

The weekend of November 9th was devoted to remembrance, specially
those who never returned to our town. Coverage of the dinner and the ceremonies at the Town’s cenotaph is on
pages 10 to 12.
Saturday November 16th our hall was once again the local for the annual
Christmas Basket Spaghetti Supper fundraiser. So popular was the meal, which was served with a Caesar Salad,
meat sauce, rolls, butter, cake, and tea or coffee that many who finished eating early moved upstairs to the lounge
so that others could enjoy a meal. Needless to say their cooperation was much appreciated by the later arriving
guests and by the organizers.
.

Then two weeks late on Saturday November 30 our branch continued to
celebrate its 70th Anniversary Celebration (officially we were 70 years old on November 26th.) with a “Thank You”
dinner for our members. They dined on turkey, stuffing, meat pies and all the trimmings. Gerry Curotte provided the
music for the occasion
December began as do all months with a cribbage tournament of the first
Saturday. It was followed by a flea market on Sunday where visitors could get a breakfast and light lunch or both for
a modest price and browse the many tables of wares and goodies being offered.
The next Saturday was devoted to the children - our annual Children’s
Christmas party, always one of the highlights of our year. Pages 20 and 21 show many happy faces and convey
the spirit of the day.

Pictured in the photo on the left are branch members who went all out over
two days assisting the Town with this year’s Seniors’ Suppers. A Thank you note was received from Doreen Law for
the great job they did.
And to bring a very active quarter to an end, a Christmas sing-a-long with
Ted Danko and a New Year’s eve party to ring in 2014. In the next issue we will hopefully have some photos of our
members greeting the new year.
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LADIES AUXILLIARY
Our Branch is 70 years old this year and we are the biggest branch in Quebec
with a membership of close to 500 members.
Last November; the Ladies auxiliary had their elections and for various reasons;
the old crew did not run again and nobody else came forward as replacement.
No legion is complete without the Ladies Auxiliary. Throughout the years, our
branch has been blessed with a group of devoted and well organized ladies who have on so many occasions, given
of their time to assist the branch in so many ways
This is like a family, the senior branch is the head of the family with the ladies
working as a group to raise funds and feed everyone stomachs.
It would be a shame that with 500 members; we are unable to find people to
continue the good work done for so many years.
In November and December; there were several events at the branch
(Remembrance supper, Spaghetti supper for the Christmas baskets, and Thank you dinner for our 70th anniversary
and Senior Christmas dinner over 2 days for the citizen of Greenfield Park).
We would not have been able to do those events without the cooperation of
many nonmembers of the L.A. As a group of Ladies auxiliary, members of the senior branch, friends of a friend; we
have succeeded.
This is an appeal to you whether you are a man or women to join forces with us
for the good of the branch. As a team; we will succeed.
Francine Cantwell, past president of L.A.

LES DAMES AUXILIAIRES
Notre filiale a célébré ses 70ans en 2013 et nous sommes fiers de vous informer qu’avec près de 500 membres;
nous sommes la filiale comptant le plus de membres au Québec.
En novembre dernier; les dames auxiliaires ont eu leur élection annuelle et pour divers raisons; les gens en place
ont choisi de prendre un répit. Malheureusement la relève ne s’est pas manifestée.
Aucune Légion n’est complète sans les dames auxiliaires. A travers les années, notre filiale a pu compter sur le
dévouement constant de plusieurs dames qui ont épaulé la filiale de plusieurs façons.
Ceci est comme une famille, nous travaillons en groupe pour ramasser des fonds et remplir les estomacs.
Ce serait malheureux qu’avec 500 membres; nous ne puissions réussir à trouver suffisamment de personnes pour
continuer le travail fait pendant tant d’années.
En novembre et décembre dernier, il y a eu plusieurs événements à la filiale (souper du souvenir, souper spaghetti
pour les paniers de Noël, souper de remerciement pour notre 70ième anniversaire, souper de Noël des ainés durant
2 jours pour les résidents de Greenfield Park).
Nous n’aurions pas réussi à tenir ses événements sans la collaboration de plusieurs personnes non membres des
dames auxiliaires. Avec l’appui des membres de la filiale, amis des amis, nous avons réussi.
Ceci est un appel à vous tous que vous soyez homme ou femme de joindre nos rangs pour le bien de la légion. En
équipe nous réussirons.
Francine Cantwell, présidente sortante dames auxiliaires
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A little girl asked her Mom, "Mom, may I take the dog for a walk around the block?"
Mom replies, "No, because she is in heat."
"What's that mean?" asked the child.
"Go ask your father. I think he's in the garage."
The little girl goes to the garage and says,
"Dad, may I take Belle for a walk around the block? I asked Mom, but she said the dog was in heat, and to come to
you."
Dad said, "Bring Belle over here."
Being old school he took a rag, soaked it with a little gasoline, and dabbed the dog's backside with it, to disguise
the scent, and said, "OK, you can go now, but keep Belle on the leash and only go one time round the block."
The little girl left and returned a few minutes later with no dog on the leash.
Surprised, Dad asked, "Where's Belle?"
(YOU'RE GONNA LOVE THIS!!!)
The little girl said, "She ran out of gas about halfway down the block, so another dog is pushing her home."
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Percy “Junior; PePee” Jackson
Home Town: Lucasville, Nova Scotia Conflict: World War II Branch: Army

Well, my name is Percy Jackson. And I’m 83
years
old.
I
was
born on the 19th of December, 1926. I was born in Lucasville [Nova
May 1945.
Scotia], which is just to be born. Because we were living in Windsor, Nova Scotia, and I
decided that I couldn’t wait to get home, so I was born in a farmhouse in Lucasville. And I was always an honours
student until I quit grade ten to join the forces. Because my father went in the forces, the war came, my brother,
who I idolized, he was my mentor, he was my hero, he was everything to me, he taught me everything, he was
seven years older than me, he went into the armed forces overseas. I was devastated. I was lost. I said, “I have to
get in the army. I have to get in the forces, I have to get over there and either rescue my brother or follow my
brother. And find him.
So what happened was that I tried to get in at 14. So I was, I had all the
children’s things. We were the only, first of all, we were the only coloured family in that town, there was no other
people. We were the only ones in school, the only ones in church, the only ones there. And when my kids look at
those school pictures, they look and they’ll say, “Well, where are the rest of the black people?” You there was none,
just us.
I tried to get in the forces to follow my brother. But when I went there, the
guy says , “I’m sorry, but we have your birth certificate and you can’t get in.” So I said “Okay.” Very disappointed.
So I went back home. I tried it again at 16, walked in to Halifax recruiting, no problem whatsoever. I passed 100
percent and everything. And my IQ was high. And I went through everything, and then after examinations and
everything was over, they said, “Congratulations, you passed, you are now in the forces, all you have to do now is
go back home for a couple of weeks and we will call you. Get your business done and come back and we’ll call you.
So I says, “I don’t have any business to attend to.” “Oh, you don’t, you want to stay right now?” I said “Yes.”
Went around the line again, in phase one done. Then I went in the forces
and took my basic training in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia. I was a model soldier. And I couldn’t be nothing else because
my uniforms had to be pressed properly, my shoes had to be shined really good, and it was my discipline and my
own respect that I did this. Because it was instilled in me to be the best. And I guess my superiors recognized this
and they made me a section leader within one month in the forces. They made me a section leader. That was in
1944. Then at Christmas, at the end of. Just after Christmas, I left after Christmas to go, I said we’re ready, all my
training was done and they had me. They said, “Well, now you’re going overseas.“ My mission, I’m on my way.
Percy Jackson in Germany

And all I could think about, my mission was, to go find my brother, But I
was supposed to be part of reinforcements for North Nova Scotia Highlanders. So we went down, we got down
inther, I went up into it with my unit, they were in Holland. And I joined the unit and then all of a sudden, I was taken
away. I found afterwards, I didn’t know what happened near the end, but I found afterwards, my mother had written
a letter that she said , my brother, who was in the D-Day raid, who was wounded, about four days after the
invasion, passed him up at a field hospital, in a British field hospital and he went back into action again. And he was
wounded again in the liberation of Holland. So she said, she knew I was in the forces, so that’s what surprised me.
But she probably might have, so she thought, you know, well, look, I’m going to do a favour because he has no
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So anyway, when they took me from my unit, and they put me in a little
tent there, administration tent and I said, “ Well, what am I doing here?”. They said, “Never mind, just sit there.” So,
and I sit there and I sit there and I sit there then all of a sudden, I was getting kind of, I was saying, “What am I
doing here?” I said , “All my friends, you know, my guys, my fellows I trained with, everything, I’ll never be able to
find them, they’ll be gone. Where are they?” And I started to cry. They said, “No, everything’s going to be alright, but
we have to, we found something wrong in your documents and we have to check and correct that.” So I said,
“Yeah.” Sat there for a while.
I said “Are we ready yet, because I want to go where my unit is, I,m getting
lost.” I said, I’ll never be able to find them, they’re gone.” They said, “Just be quiet.” And then all of a sudden,
again, they said, “You’re going to come with us.” So they took me into Belgium, into an old army barracks that was
there, where a lot of other soldiers were there. I don’t know what they were doing there just sitting around. Anyway,
we went there and they kept me there. They just gave me jobs to ...They didn’t say what I was doing, and I
wondered where my unit was. And I was suspicious, and I said, well, maybe, they found out my age.
So anyway, they give me a job, just cleaned out the room, doing that and
just like that. .Everything. Finally. What I did, they come and they told me what happened. And then, but in the
meantime, what happened was May came, the war ended. And then I was on my way back to my unit. And then I
went there and I was looking for this person, looking for that person. I said, I had a good friend there, Gallant, we
were always together, and I said , he was from Prince Edward Island, and I said, “Where is he?” And I’m running
around, looking for him. They said, “He was killed on the last day of the war.” Well I blamed everybody for that. I
blamed everybody, I said, “There now, if I had have been here, he wouldn't have been dead, you know.” Well I was
crazy.
Anyway, I got over that sort of thing and I found my brother in Holland. I
walked right up to my brother in Holland. And he was down in a little pup tent [a small military tent] in an area in
Goor [Netherlands]. And he was just running on, doing a little peg, pound a peg in his little tent. And he looked
around at me, then he put a couple more whacks, looked around again, and he was stunned like and he said,
“What the heck are you doing here!” Well, we had a nice greeting. But when I went back to my unit in Amersfoort
[Netherlands], they told me all about what happened, why they took me away. They had no choice.
So they said, “But we’re going to keep you here now, the war is over and
what do you want to do? Do you want, you have three choices, do you want to go home orY” the war was still on
in Japan, so they said, “you can go home, and have a leave, go down in the southern states and train in jungle
warfare. By that time, maybe you’d be old enough and you can go to the Far East if you want to.” So I said, “I don’t
want to go home.” So I chose to stay in Germany for a year and a half in the occupation forces. Also. Just after the
war when I was in a place called Werne, Germany, and we were going up in the Oldenburg, Kleve, Osnabruck,
Hamburg, all those cities were just levelled. There was nothing but a pile of brick and stone.
Then there was this, I looked over one time near Werne and there was this
side hill and a nice beautiful day. The sun was shining nice. And there was some German soldiers out in the grass,
in the sun and I looked and some of them had no arms, some had no legs. And then it struck me. I said, “My
goodness, these guys were somebody’s husband, somebody's brother, somebody’s child or something.” And I was
saying, My goodness, My goodness! Everybody loses in war.” Then right then I says, “War is not to be glorified, war
is hell!”
My mission was served for finding my brother. Also, my mission was
served because I really, really, really enjoy being in the military. We were all the same. Same uniform, we dressed
alike, we slept in the same quarters. And I retired altogether at the end as a Master Warrant Officer.
THANK YOU PERCY FOR YOUR SERVICE TO YOUR COUNTRY, YOUR COMMUNITY AND THE LEGION .
WE ARE PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH YOU!

When we watch our children at play
When we safely walk our streets
And when we vote for the politician of our choice
Let us remember that a price was paid
For this freedom and security we enjoy.
So while the opportunity is here,
let us take a moment
to shake a veteran’s hand
and thank him for all we have.
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s the diners entered the hall I am certain that many wondered, as did I, about the significance of the lone
table set before the head table. Once the honoured guests were piped in by Tim McCarthy, the Colours
deposited and opening remarks concluded Sgt.-at-Arms Bill Howe rose to explain what the empty table
represented and the symbolism of each of the items laid out. In a hushed hall many were visibly moved by what
they heard and the tone was set for a weekend during which we remembered and paid tribute to those gave so
much and to those still sacrificing years of their lives so that we can continue to enjoy full and productive lifestyles.
For those who were unable to attend the Remembrance dinner a separate article
following this one explains the history and significance of the White Table.

Page 11

Winter 2014

Winter 2014

Page 12

Page 13

Winter 2014

Bill Howe, a member of this branch and the Ceremonial Sergeant at Arms for Provincial
Command poignantly made all those in attendance at the Remembrance dinner aware of the significance of the
White Table. It is something that all members and non members should be aware of. The following comes from an
article in the Washington Times of May 27, 2005 and from the website of The Armed Forces History Museum.
MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. — The table is set with a white tablecloth, a black napkin and white candle, and a plate
with only a slice of lemon and salt. An empty chair leans against the table.
The tradition, little known to the general public, of setting an empty table with a white
tablecloth in remembrance of prisoners of war and those missing in action had its beginnings with a group of fighter
pilots who flew in Vietnam.
This Memorial Day, the story of the remembrance table will become a bit better known
with the publication of the children’s picture book “America’s White Table.”
“It’s really thanking everyone who served - not just Vietnam, it has gone beyond that,”
said Tom Hanton, a 60-year-old former fighter pilot who spent nine months as a POW in Vietnam. “It applies to those
serving right now in Iraq and Afghanistan and all around the world.”
The book’s author, Margot Theis Raven of Mount Pleasant, said she would like to see
the white table become a tradition for all Americans, just like putting out the flag on Independence Day. “Be it
Memorial Day or Veterans Day or the Fourth of July, that’s the point,” she said. “The point is every single day of
freedom is brought to you by that person who is not sitting there.”
The book tells the story of a girl who helps her mother set a remembrance table in her
home and how the sight brings tears to the eyes of her uncle, who served in Vietnam. For adults, the book provides
details of the white table tradition and how it started.
The tradition, started by the Red River Valley Fighter Pilots Association - the so-called
River Rats of Vietnam - has spread to other branches of the military where remembrance tables are set when units
or commands gather for dinners or reunions. The symbols on the tables may vary depending on the ceremony.
Generally, the tablecloth represents purity of heart, the black napkin the sorrow of
captivity and the white candle, peace. The lemon represents the missing service member’s bitter fate and the salt,
the tears shed by the families of the missing.
The tradition didn’t spread far from the military, perhaps, in part, because of the
controversy that surrounded Vietnam. “It’s characteristic of the Vietnam War,” said Chuck Jackson, 59, who spent
eight months as a POW after his plane was shot down over Vietnam. “It wasn’t a war unless you were there. It didn’t
affect you unless you were there or had someone who was there.” After the war “the only people who got any sort of
recognition were the POWs, which to me was almost embarrassing,” Mr. Hanton said.
Miss Raven, sitting with the vets in her home, said the book “talks about people who
didn’t come home. But in essence, none of you came home.”
“Everybody came home minus something,” Mr. Jackson said. “The general public didn’t
really want to recognize Vietnam — what went on there, the good and the bad.”
That has been changing.
The article goes on to outline coming events and concludes with the following
paragraph.
Miss Raven would like to see the tradition of the white table spread to homes and
restaurants across the nation. The table is “the most important image we can ever have, and it’s not political,” she
said. “Even the flag can get politicized. This has no party and no agenda except that a person said ‘yes’ to duty, and
that is always to be honored.”

This book is available online from
Indigo for $13.96. I ordered copies and
gave them to my grandchildren.
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By Jack Gammon

Fred Goodall, Chairman of the 2013 Poppy Campaign
extends his thanks to the following people who volunteered their services for this year’s
campaign :
Donna Demick
Our Treasurer
Claudette Lapoint
Wreaths and donations.
Team Leaders:
Donna Demick – Mickie Barr
Ray Langstaff
Andrea Main

Bob Demick
Evelyn Pye
Fred Goodall
Wrappers

Andrea Main
Jean Harrison

Evelyn Pye
Joe Bockus
The Bar Tenders
Naomi Malo

Bill Barfoot for Building the 2 racks for placing the wreaths on at the cenotaph
And Most of all to the 183 members who gave their
time to fill the locations and make this a Successful Campaign.
And of course I would like to thank Fred for undertaking
to chair this year’s campaign.
Financial Report1As of Dec 31st 2013
Total Funds received1..$20,718.09
Jack Gammon
Donna Demick
Chairman
Treasurer
Poppy Trust Fund Committee
Pictured some of the 183 volunteers who went out to sell poppies
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Our President Lew Brown - now our Past-President – attended the
unveiling of St. Lambert’s Remembrance Wall at the city’s new recreation center. Ninety-six citizens, including
several District 10 Branch Presidents attended the ceremony. The wall consists of an Interactive TV station with
photos, texts and DVDs spanning the years 1899 to 2013. The new monument will be registered by Veterans
Affairs Canada and be maintained by St. Lambert forever.
Congratulations to our comrades from St. Lambert on a magnificent
achievement

First the Apple
A woman ran a red traffic light and crashed into a man's car. Both of their cars
are demolished but amazingly neither of them was hurt.
After they crawled out of their cars, the woman said; “Wow, just look at our cars!
There's nothing left, but fortunately we are unhurt. This must be a sign from God that we should meet and be
friends and live together in peace for the rest of our days.”
The man replied, “I agree with you completely. This must be a sign from God!”
The woman continued, “And look at this, here's another miracle. My car is
completely demolished, but my bottle of wine didn't break. Surely God wants us to drink this wine and celebrate our
good fortune.” Then she hands the bottle to the man.
The man nods his head in agreement, opens it, drinks half the bottle and then
hands it back to the woman. The woman takes the bottle, immediately puts the cap back on, and hands it back to
the man.
The man asks, “Aren't you having any?”
She replies, “Nah. I think I'll just wait for the police.”

Adam ate the first apple, too!
Men will never learn!!
Classified ads
(Business card size - $25.00/4”x6” - 37.50/ 1/2 page - $50.00/ full page - $100.00)
Gilles Labrie, CD
Courtier immobilier realtor

Cell: 514- 917-2479
Bur: 450-462-4414
Fax: 450-462-1509
Au plaisir de vous servir
Pleased to serve you

Groupe sutton action inc.
agene immobilière
Broker/agency
2190, Lapinière
Brossard, QC
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By Cde. Shirley Miller

Steve Gouchie
August 19th

Initiation October 4th
Muriel Lord and Dawn Harris
by Francine Cantwell

Louise Trudeau at
General Meeting of
September 25

Francess Wells initiated
August 25th. (yes, her
name does have double ss)

Mark Cleary
August 11

Michele Allard
Fanny Piché initiated by Julia Shapctt
August 25th (with her 3 children)

Linda Lawlor –
September 2nd.

Wayne Lord
October 23

Jean Sebastien Allard

Congratulations to Don Ridewood for bringing in 11 new
members since January 2013. He received a Legion watch and pen from Provincial
Command. They were presented to him at the Coffee Club on October 18th by Cde. Julia
Shapcott.
With Jim Bird Don shows
his new watch

WE ARE NUMBER ONE!

From provincial Command as of October 2013 we are the
largest Branch in Quebec. Let’s keep the momentum going. To all who have not renewed please do so. To all
our members who are recruiting new members please continue. To everyone who has renewed – thank you.
EARLY BIRD CONTEST
The Early Bird contest finished on November 30th. The
winners this year were: Cdes. Lana Page, Arabella Bremner and James McGowan.
RENEWALS
Membership fees are due by December 31st. There is a one
month grace period ending January 31st. Any person who has not paid by January 31st loses all Branch privileges
and subscription to the Legion Magazine until such time the dues are paid.
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FEES

Fees are $35.00 for Veterans and $45.00 for all others. Please make your
cheque payable to Royal Canadian Legion Branch 94. Cheques may be left behind the bar however please note
the bartenders cannot accept cash.
E-MAIL NOTIFICATIONS
If you wish to be added to our e-mail list to receive e-mails regarding up coming
events please call Shirley Miller 450-923-5610 and give her your address.
APPLICATIONS
Applications are available behind the bar. Membership is every one’s business
so please help recruit new members. Bring a friend to visit the Branch and let them see for themselves what a great
place Branch 94 is. Any questions regarding membership please contact one of the Committee members.
Your membership committee
Shirley Miller 450-923-5610
Francine Cantwell 450-465-7644
Monique Lebel 450-466-1336
Bruce Robertson 450-671-1108
Julia Shapcott 450-466-9381

HONOURS & AWARDS NIGHT
TO: ALL MEMBERS OF BRANCH # 94
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO JOIN US IN AN EVENING OF HONOURING YOUR COMRADES.
DATE: FEBRUARY 1, 2014
TIME:

19:30

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS & DANCING TO THE MUSIC OF GREG INNIS WILL FOLLOW THE
PRESENTATIONS.
LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL AT THIS IMPORTANT EVENT.

SOIRÉE DES HONNEURS ET DISTINCTIONS HONORIFIQUES
À: TOUS LES MEMBRES DE LA FILIALE # 94
VOUS ÊTES CORDIALEMENT INVITÉS À VOUS JOINDRE À NOUS POUR HONORER VOS CAMARADES
DATE: LE PREMIER FÉVRIER 2014
HEURE:

19 H 30

SUITE À LA CÉRÉMONIE, DE LÉGERS RAFRAÎCHISSEMENTS VOUS SERONT SERVIS.
IL Y AURA AUSSI DANSANT AU MUSIQUE DE GREG INNIS.
EN ESPÉRANT VOUS VOIR EN GRAND NOMBRE POUR CET IMPORTANT ÉVÉNEMENT.

JEAN HARRISON

ANDREA MAIN

JULIA SHAPCOTT

Winter 2014

Page 18

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 94 GREENFIELD PARK
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
ELECTIONS HELD ON NOVEMBER 27, 2013

PRESIDENT:

CDE. GERALD CANTWEL

450-465-7644

francine.cantwell@videotron.ca

PAST PRESIDENT

CDE. L. BROWN

450-465-9780

lewchristine@videotron.ca

1ST VICE PRESIDENT:

CDE. C. MOORES

514-820-0917

cdufour@redbourne.ca

2nd VICE PRESIDENT:

CDE. S. MILLER

450-923-5610

shirelymiller@videotron.ca

3rd VICE PRESIDENT:

CDE. B. ROBERTSON

450-671-1108

brucerobertson@videotron.ca

SECRETARY:

CDE. J. SHAPCOTT

450-466-9361

juliascott67@outlook.com

TREASURER:

CDE. O. CONSTANTINEAU

450-465-4897

oriettc@videotron.ca

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
CDE. GLENN CANTWELL

450-672-5649

CDE. J. GERAGHTY

450-672-9698

telainc@colba.net

CDE. F. GOODALL

450-671-1522

fgoodall1@sympatico.ca

CDE. A. MAIN

450-672-3767

snowhite@sympatico.ca

CDE. B. MORLEY-ST. GERMAIN 450-466-1902

beverlymorley@videotron.ca

CDE. J. SMALL

jamest.small@yahoo.ca

450-812-5045

Some of the assigned responsibilities
Sick & Visiting:
Booster:
Building
District Delegate:
Membership
Publicity:
Ways and Means
Official person for flag lowering

Cde. Beverly Morley
Cde. Fred Goodall
Cdes. Glenn Cantwell and John Geraghty
Cde. Jim Small
Cde. Shirley Miller
Cde. Andrea Main
Cde. Cheryl Moores
Cde. Jim Small
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Yawnnn - - - just woke up after a snooze - - - - think I'll turn on the radio and see what's in the news - - - - click
...---..., beep, beep, beep, ...---... Breaking news,,,,
A special announcement

Flash!!!

F

rom the Town Of Greenfield Park - - - - It was reported that in the last few days & nights a Giant Killer King
Kong Icicle has been attacking Branch #94 - - - - the terrified patrons & their guests have been in a state of
shock and unable to escape by the patio entrance due to the giant monster lurking over their heads and
coating the patio and steps with many feet of it's damp, clammy cold ooze, meanwhile dripping a layer of it's
dangerous and deadly ooze over anyone or anything that is, or comes within it's reach.
Most terrifying of all was the monster threatening to go inside through the big picture
window, and attack the helpless inmates while they huddled in fear, many tried to calm themselves by sipping
liquids and assorted juices to keep up their courage.
Many technical experts offered suggestions on how to rid the town of this terrifying
monster, suggestions like shoot it with pistol like heat guns, hair driers, flame-throwers, all valid ideas, but what to
do ?
Don't laugh folks,, this killer was over 12 feet long, 3 ft. in dia., and according to many
experts it weighed over 1000 lbs, it was a titanic berg — a mean, ugly, wet, cold, slimey bugger, just waiting to
attack it's innocent, and helpless victims inside.
Where did it come from ?? After much research some experts believe it was a monster
created from within the deep recesses of the place — most probably due to extreme heat generated by the inmates
themselves, like the coffee club group, "black gold & texas tea", and the regular members of the branch, with all the
laughing, talking and hot air (mostly hot air) of the excited patrons due to Christmas shopping, Christmas parties,
and general good will and lots of laughs that have been going on over the last few weeks.
It seems "The Hot Air" built up, and built up, till it melted most of the snow on the roof,
then it poured over the side like a waterfall, and built this giant monster...
Yep, We guess it was the hot air that did it !!
Anyway,, Our Local Roving Reporter Norm S. seems to have gotten a picture of a big
red-headed wood-pecker, pecking away at the thing, then it fell apart and died.
So, all ends well, and the inmates were saved, and there was much rejoicing,,, and
everyone went home tired from the stress, and knowing the branch was safe !
Will there be another adventure in the future ?
Stay tuned and be watchful for Icicle Monsters near your home.
As they used to say, To be continued in this theatre next week ! Cheers !!

HERE IS John Geraghty AKA THE CHAIN SAW MAN, JOHN IS AT WORK AT THE G.PK. LEGION CUTTING THE ICICLES SO
THEY WON'T FALL ON NOBODY,

The Ladies Auxiliary
The Tuesday Night Crib League
The Monday Night Line Dancers

Winter 2014

Page 20

Activities
Entertainment
Food
Fun
Gifts
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And, of course

SANTA CLAUSE
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Otherwise known as Black Gold and Texas Tea

This gang actually celebrated the holidays on
two consecutive Fridays. Based on Jim Bird’s Coffee Club site reports
the first Black Gold & Texas Tea Christmas Luncheon was held on
January 13th. There were roughly 70 present and many contributed
items for a pot luck meal. An assortment of goodies and basics were
unloaded into the kitchen, tables set up and adorned with colourful
tablecloths. In short order there were ten tables filled with all sorts of
delicacies and one with a variety of desserts.
As can be seen in these photos most seem
contentedly full. There are a lot of smiling faces but this may be due to
the fact that for some time these coffee lovers had been working
towards filling a glass Kraft peanut butter bear bank with loonies,
toonies and some paper money and today was the day to donate the bank to the Christmas Basket fund.
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Then on the following Friday - a blustery stormy day
- the coffee drinkers slowly started arriving to be greeted by the crackling of the fire,
Shirley Chaif’s hot coffee and a table full of tarts. Lemon tarts, blueberry tarts and
mincemeat tarts - tart heaven as Jim Bird described it. Eventually around 50 people
had gathered. Brian Peddar carried on the Christmas spirit when he arrived with 65
boxes of Christmas cake logs and everyone got to take one home.
Branch President Gerry Cantwell returned the
peanut butter bank that had been given to the Christmas Basket fund the previous
week and advised the members that when counted the jar had yielded $188.95.
Thanks to a great bunch who keep on proving how
great it is to be a Parker !!!

Thanks Normand Simard for the photos.

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
LESLIE BROWNING
HILDA HOLMES
LARRY LUCE
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The last Coverall was not among the best I have had the privilege of
editing. A number of things occurred in the weeks leading up to the issue date. Nevertheless I was determined that
come hell or high water the September date would be met. As it turned out the Coverall was printed on time but due
to a delivery problem did not get to the branch on September 1st.
Each issue is prepared in colour for presentation on our internet site. Once
completed it is converted to greyscale for the print edition. In normal times this step is edited to ensure that photos,
coloured titles and illustrations convert successfully. Frequently photos are submitted in a very large format. I
discovered early on that when a colour photo failed to convert to black and white resizing it to a smaller size usually
solved the problem. Unfortunately in the haste to get the last issue to the printer this step was omitted and many of
the photos turned out as black blotches.
This lack of a last check also affected the text. I have come to rely on Jim
Bird’s Coffee Shop reports as a source for information. I frequently copy all or part of his reports to a work sheet to
be used later. Often these will be placed one after another. My attention was drawn to a specific article which I had
attributed to Jim. It was pointed out that the article inaccurately credited the Ladies Auxiliary with playing a key role
in the 70th Anniversary celebrations. The L.A. play a key role in our branch and we would indeed be much worse off
without them, but, in this case they were not involved. I was guilty of melding two articles into one. The first
paragraph of “Celebrating 70 Years - A weekend to Remember” was from a one of Jim’s reports of an earlier event
which I had inadvertently erased all but the first paragraph which unfortunately remained immediately above his
write-up of the 70th anniversary festivities.
Lacking a final check this error escaped detection and although the
organizing committee was cited in this article and others I apologize for the misinformation.
In October 2010 we published what I believe was the first and only
“Special Edition” of the Coverall. It also happened to be the first Coverall to appear on our internet site. The subject
was saving Ste. Anne’s Veterans hospital. The effort expended in organized protests and pleas to Federal
authorities appears to have been in vain because the transfer of Ste. Annes to the province is now a done deal, or
so we are told. Many of us believe that since deployment of our military is a Federal responsibility they should also
bear responsibility for ensuring that all our service personnel are returned to civilian life in the same condition, or at
least as close as possible to their condition upon entering the service. This doesn’t seem possible without any
facilities. In fact in the wake of the rash of military suicides in the news lately the CBC reported that five out of ten
military bases do not have a psychiatrist and some do not even have a psychologist. In addition we have heard
retired Generals Dallaire and Hilliar and the former omsbudsman speak out against the lack attention and care
being paid to our military. No one mentioned the fate of the military hospitals.
Beyond being the last federally operated military hospital Ste. Annes was
and likely still is, a research center working on Alzheimer's and other stress related disorders. Additionally it had
unused space. Could not and should not the Federal Government have ensured that adequate staff were assigned
and used this space to debrief/destress returning troops? In light of what is now being learned it would seem that
the Federal government should not only reverse its decision if practical but should be establishing even more
facilities to deal with PSTD and other service related physical and mental injuries, whether sustained at home or
abroad.
Rambling on another front I have just completed reading Bobby Orr’s book.
Anyone expecting a locker room expose need not spend their money on it. It is an intelligent and at times an
emotional look at what it takes to be successful. The reason I mention it is that in our December executive meeting
our president mentioned something which caused me to recall a paragraph from the book. Bobby was discussing
the role that dedication and passion played in the success or failure of an athlete or businessman. The paragraph
read:
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“That kind of attitude doesn’t mean you are never going to make mistakes. It doesn’t even mean
you’ll achieve a personal best every day. That’s not very likely. But if you try, the negatives are
going to be outweighed by the positive things you accomplish. If you can do that, your passion
won’t just propel you along. It will make everyone around you better as well. That is the one of the
indescribable things about being on a team fuelled by passion. When every guy in the room is
inspiring everyone else, there is almost nothing you can’t do.”
I believe that your new executive possess this positive attitude and that with your
support and cooperation is capable of guiding us through a very successful year. It goes without saying that the
more members participate the more fun we’ll have and the greater our success will be. The success of our branch,
any branch, is a barometer of member participation. The more members become involved the greater will be our
achievements. Not all ideas are good ones but no ideas are a guarantee of failure. The place to stay abreast of
what’s happening, share and develop ideas, and participate is our monthly General Meetings so why not make a
note of the next one (they're always on the fourth Wednesday of each month) and give it a try. You may like it. You
don’t have to be on the executive to be involved or even to put together a group and organize an event. You pay
your dues. Participate and get a bigger bang for your buck!
The cover of this issue is one of my fathers oil paintings. He left us in August to rejoin
my mother in eternity, I have used it not only as a tribute to his talent but because I feel it represents the spirit of the
season. ‘Til we get together again here’s hoping you can still find enjoyment in the white stuff. Meantime I’ll just
keep rambling along.
All the best for the new year.

WEDNESDAYS
At 11:45
Soup, sandwich, dessert and tea or coffee

$5.00
Come join the gang
Starting again on January 15th

WE
NEED
DRIVERS
With Joe Rodger

PROGRAMS – LUNCHES AND VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
Lunch program going very well.
Volunteer drivers – It is time to apply for new passes and we have been informed that
three of our present drivers cannot do it anymore. We are now left with five drivers who will go into Montreal. If we
keep losing volunteers, the program will go down the tubes. If you are able to help please give me a call
Both these programs have been in existence for 20 years. It would be a shame to lose
them now.
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From a couple of postings on the Coffee Shop site we learned that our treasurer received a new walker on
November 1.
“VERY TOUCHING GESTURE AT THE G.PK. LEGION TODAY, THEY GAVE ORIETTE
CONSTANTINEAU A BRAND NEW WALKER. - Normand Simard”
“With some generous donations by some of our members and to the owners of the Breakfast
Club over at Champlain Mall they were able to purchase Oriette Constantineau a brand new walker with all the
bells and whistles. Oriette is the Legions Treasurer who work tirelessly for us. So now with the ramp that John
Geraghty built so she can access the lower level of the Legion to the Grand Hall I expect she will be able to
maneuver around faster than a Olympic down hill ski racer. So from the members of Black Gold & Texas Tea
thanks Guys and You know who you are and to the owners of the Breakfast Club a big thanks for your continued
support of the Legion - James Bird Black Gold and Texas Tea Weekly Review

The members of our branch are to be congratulated for their support of
Lac Megantic. Through a raffle, a Bingo and a jar on the bar by the cash register a total of $1,551.95 was raised.
Your executive by unanimous decision agreed to round this to $1,575.00. Because we raised far more than any
other branch we sent our cheque, with the agreement of Provincial Command, directly to the President of Lac
Megantic Legion rather than combine it with amounts collected from other Branches by Provincial Command.
Prior to our elections at the November General Meeting Cde. Naomi Malo,
president of the L.A. presented Cde. Brown with a cheque in the amount of $5,500.00. This combined with the
$3,500.00 cheque given to the Branch during the summer makes the L.A.’s total contribution for 2013 $9,000.00.
In addition the L.A. also paid for new chairs for the deck.
SPECIAL PRESENTATION AT OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING
Cde. Albert Coccia representing
the 70th Anniversary Committee presented a framed picture of our
Veterans attending the 70th anniversary celebrations in May to those
who were present at the meeting.
There was quite a bit of food
left over from the Chinese supper held in October so it was donated to
Meals on Wheels. To ensure that all received a complete meal Francine
Cantwell made an additional batch of meatballs.
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Unfortunately with the pressure of the holiday season and work related matters
that have to be attended to it has not been possible to finalize everything in time for the Coverall. The groundwork
has been done and there will be some activities organized. Those who are on the e-mail list maintained by the
membership committee will be advised as events are finalized. Others will be contacted by the telephone
committee and the details will be posted on the branch bulletin boards. Other subjects I would like to address will
be covered in the April issue.
To give you an idea of the things we are working on we are attempting to
finalize another Murder Mystery Supper. We had one last year which proved to be a great deal of fun and we
received many requests for another one. At this point it is not 100% a certainty but we are have set a tentative date
of March 29th.
February 15th has been blocked out for a Legion event. We are trying to get
something organized. If you have any ideas or want to take a stab at arranging an event speak to any of the
executive. New ideas and organizing help are always welcome.
As you know, it takes a lot of people to make our events successful and I
would like to thank all of the dedicated people that continuously helped out throughout this past year and look
forward to working with many of you again in 2014.
Cheryl Moores

St. Anne’s veterans Joseph Poirier (L) and Vincent Lavoie (R) with this year’s
Christmas gifts. As in past years Christmas packages prepared by our Ladies Auxiliary were delivered to all our
veterans at St. Annes or now living in local residences.

MAY 2014 BE YOUR BEST YEAR YET!
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January 2014
Sun

.Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

4

1 :00 PM

CRIB
TOURNAMENT

5

6
Line Dancing

7

13

District
Meeting

19

Line Dancing

Line Dancing

FUN
DARTS
1:00
P.M.

26
FUN
DARTS
1:00
P.M.

14

11

1 :00 PM

CRIB

Gerry Curotte

15

16

17

18

24

25

1 :00 PM

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM
SENIOR LUNCHS

CRIB
7:00PM

21

22

23
L.A.
MTG.

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

1 :00 PM
Ted Danko

TONIG
HT

BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

CRIB
7:00PM

27

28

Line Dancing

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

10

7:00PM

BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

20

9

BINGO!

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

12

8

29

30
1 :00 PM

General
Meeting
tonight

CRIB
7:00PM

31
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February 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1TOURNAMENT
CRIB

On February 1st come join us at
7:30 to honour members and
friends of the branch who have
served us so well in the past year.
And then stick around to enjoy the fun as
Greg Innis takes over.

2
FUN DARTS
1:00 P.M.

3
Line Dancing
BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

4

5

6

Sat

7

8

SENIOR LUNCHS

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

BINGO!

1 :00 PM

CRIB
7:00PM

9
FUN DARTS
1:00 P.M.

16
FUN DARTS
1:00 P.M.

10
Line Dancing
BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

11

12

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

FUN DARTS
1:00 P.M.

15

SENIOR LUNCHS

1 :00 PM
CRIB
7:00PM

17
Line Dancing
BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

18

19

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

CRIB
7:00PM

23

13

24
Line Dancing
BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

25

L.A.
MEETING TOGeneral
Meeting
tonight

Gerry Curotte

27

28
1 :00 PM

CRIB
7:00PM

SENIOR
LUNCHS

21

1 :00 PM

SENIOR LUNCHS

26

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

20

22
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March 2014
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

BOOSTER CLUB STARTS AGAIN JANUARY 17TH
COST $25 - DRAWING EACH WEEK - $100 TO THE WINNER
YOU CAN WIN MORE THAN ONCE IN EACH SEGMENT

Sat

1
CRIB
TOURNAMENT

A GREAT WAY TO SUPPORT YOUR BRANCH
SEE COMRADE FRED GOODALL TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS ROUND!

2

FUN DARTS

1:00 P.M.

3

4

Line Dancing

5

FUN DARTS

10

CRIB

FUN DARTS

1:00 P.M.

17

CRIB

18

Line Dancing

FUN DARTS

24
BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

30

FUN DARTS

8

14

15

21

22

1 :00 PM

13
1 :00 PM

19

20

SENIOR
L.A.
LUNCHS
MEETING
TONIGHT

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

CRIB

1 :00 PM

7:00PM

25

1:00 P.M. Line Dancing

7

SENIOR
LUNCHS

7:00PM

BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

23

12

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

16

BINGO!

7:00PM

11

1:00 P.M. Line Dancing

6

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

9

SENIOR
LUNCHS

26

27

Gerry Curotte

28

SENIOR
LUNCHS

BRIDGE
1 :00 PM

CRIB
7:00PM

General
Meeting
tonight

1 :00 PM

31

1:00 P.M. Line Dancing
BOWLING
CHAMPION
LANES

March 15

th

Join us for a great meal
(Corned Beef ) and dancing
to the musical stylings of
Duos Rockin

29

